St. Joseph'’s Pilgrims - 2012

Youth Pilgrimage to
Scotland
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https://mission2019.stjoesweb.org/

July 12

Packing Day

Twas the night before leaving and all through the houses

All pilgrims are typing and clicking their mouses

In hopes that we don’t forget anything essential.



https://pilgrims.stjoesweb.org/?author=2

The bags were all ready and packed in the vans
Then for our prayer circle to the church we ran
Our first pilgrimage angel was Kathy at US Air

This routing sure has been easy, but these seats are too tight.
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An early arrival for all us — and all our bags — was the best
but the spilled pancake syrup in one bag sure made a mess.
In the arrivals hall we soon met Ian who drives our bus

The group kept the tradition and sang a hymn without hassle
After a stop to change money, the group was off to Inchcolm by boat
The group was tired and hungry - glad we didn’t put it to a vote.
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A meditation exercise in the warming room we hummed
which showed how our individual uniqueness was welcomed.
A welcome surprise was the clouds clearing for the sun

And the surprise birthday cake for Carrie sure was a winner.
From the sharing of the pilgrims, Inchcolm clearly they liked best,
The unanimous low point? — we all need some rest.




—

Fr. Joe is the priest there and he asked Fr. Marty to preach
He preached on the plumb line within all of our reach.
The importance of pillars — like those that hold up Rosslyn’s splendor

We applauded her work and then ate lunch inside.
Then down to Saint Giles, the Thistle Chapel we saw.
The wooden carvings displayed there left the pilgrims in awe.
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There was no Stramash concert thls year in the town
So the organizers arranged for two musncnans renowned:

We are traveling all day tomorrow from Edinburgh to Oban to Mull to Iona, so there will
be no update unt|I Tuesday If you wish to experience Naomi and Lucy’s music, go to
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4 Responses to July 15 - Sunday - Rosslyn Chapel & Edinburgh
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Fionnphort to Iona...to Bed

To travel from Edinburgh to Oban and next,
To leave the cashier at the Tesco perplexed

the gangway at our destination Craignure didn't work
This led to a wonderful solutlon most unplanned:

And then even better when we arrived at Craignure
The process moved towards a conclusion secure:
The luggage van dropped every suitcase and duffel

with the additional groceries ready to transport.
Then with teamwork we pushed all the luggage on board
a sunny ferry ride to Iona would be our reward.
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All arrived at the hostel at just about eight

In organizing the groceries all saw what feasts we’d await.
The sun here in summer doesn’t set till eleven.
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After such a long day we let everyone rest
On Tuesday we'd put sous chef skills to the test
The blueberry pancakes from Andrew and Jerry and Matt

While Madison and Corinne made the bruschetta look nice.
And Maggie and Rocco came outside and saved the day
to keep the steak and eggplant from burnmg away.

We had spiritual activities in between culinary dlgreSS|ons
In the morning, reflections about personal mountaintops

We debrlefed together and all were |mpressed
our silent meditative hike was a great big success.
The afternoon was free for the youth to go wander

the full participation of everyone here.
The soloist led us in an "Amazing Grace” finish
with the Abbey’s acoustics, 'twas a moment we’ll cherish.



http://pilgrims.stjoesweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/DSCN0307.jpg



http://pilgrims.stjoesweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/IMG_4030.jpg

-

A AN & &S

y Y,
Py

Then late after ten we snuck down to St. Oran’s
amidst all the graves of kings local and foreign
In candelit shadows we shared things inside us
The sharing displayed that struggles should never divide us.
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We waited till Thursday because of the weather
for the sail and the hike to Columba’s bay together
With Mark as the captain the first half of the team

And then quite a miracle as soon as we started
The bright sun appeared as the rain clouds departed.

Then after a hymn we sat down for some lunch
You had to be careful (the sheep poop a bunch).
With weather so perfect for our adventurous pilgrims

We assured them if lost we’d make sure they’d be found.
The weather stayed nice so a post-dinner walk

brought us to the beach for some prayer and talk.

We all had seen God in a plethora of ways
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God smiled on us Friday and so did the sun
We arrived at the abbey before the tour was begun
The youth were attentive to learn of its history

Iona’s now a thin place for each and everyone.
We prepared for the feast honoring our hosts and our guests
and in St. Joseph’s fashion, everyone did their best:

for all that these servants do for us every year
bringing back into focus just why we are here.
To help out each other however we can

and the pecan crusted
The vegetarians also had their own special treat
Carta d| mu5|ca, mlxed salad and grilled vegetables to eat.

Who all came attired in their Florida best.
The hostel’s owner John who’s become a good friend,
remembered the poem he traditionally reads at the end.
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On Saturday, we travel from Iona to Mull to Oban to Stirling Castle, to Edinburgh for
dinner, and finally to Lindisfarne by 10pm. We also have the all day trip on Sunday to do
the bicycle pilgrimage from Jarrow to Monkswearmouth (abbeys of the Venerable Bede).
Thus, our next communication with y’all will be the skype or phone call during the 9:30am
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Aidan and his monks back in 635
Traveled the route that we'd now sail and drive:
Half-hour walk to the ferry, across then to Mull

so getting off the bus by the luggage van we were met.)
Then arriving in Oban there Ian did wait
with the coach all prepared: this all went so great!

We all went through the buffet line with very much ease:
Some of the youth were excited: “They’ve got mac and cheese!”
We drove on to Stirling without any hassle,

We arrived at the cottages, and unloaded the trunk
After 16 hours of travel, we now felt like the monks.




When living on a Holy Island that is tidal
You don’t get to choose preferred departure and arrival.
You just have to “go with the flow” as they say

and in science and astronomy did incredible research.
Picnic lunch in a park then followed just down the hill
near the monastery of St. Paul’s, where our pilgrimage duty we’d fulfill.

And then appropriately enough for his volunteer
Jimmy chose our musical Madi - ringing the church bells for all to hear.
gathering next at the table:

We rode the twelve miles, but couldn’t follow the trail.

Through neighborhoods, parks, and pass brooks we did ride,
Nowhere close to our destination, but still a pilgrim’s joyride.
So when time had run out, and the group all had thirst
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sometimes it’s not the destination, it’s about the experience.
We ended our day down at Newcastle-upon-Tyne
A walk on the Millennium Bridge, then on tapas to dine.

(And a special surprise for Andrew Baker when we sat:
some old friends of his mother stopped by for a chat.)
Most slept on the bus back up Lindisfarne way




After two back-to-back days, lots of travel, little rest
a morning without agenda was the unanimous request.
We met as a family for sandwiches at 1,

we walked back to the houses with our creativity refreshened.
Then after free time for exploring this quaint holy town
We met up for dinner where the food did abound.

Discovered two pilgrimages ago with the help of our friend Sean,
Visitors from the whole world to this geo-site have been drawn.

One Response to Monda July 23 - Lindisfarne




Yes, Prince Charles came to visit us in Lindisfarne. Well, okay, maybe not just us.
Details will follow in my next post.... LLL Fr. Marty




The pilgrims, all rested, got out of their beds
while visions of royalty danced in their heads.
Later today with Prince Charles they’d all be chilling

while the youth wrote their postcards to all we hold dear,
the stockholders, parents, and family and friends,
we wrote and we wrote until all activities suspend,

So the Prince walked right by — so close we could have touched.
But the British secret service wouldn’t have liked that very much.
Because of all this ceremony, we ate our Mexican lunch quite late,

We made our way back at everyone’s leisure
Then were joined by the entire Raine family for dinner.

then the kids did some rapping, which really was something.

3 Responses to Tuesday — July 24 - Lindisfarne




By wpadmin
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On Wednesday our dance card turned out to be filled
Because Andy Raine with liturgical choreography is skilled
We started intending to spend just the morning,

then Madi and Andrew played the Holy Spirit with glee,
Dancing around every frightened disciple,
locked up inside the upper room (see John 20 in your Bible).

For dinner most all ate Indian food with Naan Bread,
(Those who didnt like curry had pasta instead.)
We processed the day as we put up our tired feet,




Return

The consensus was that we're all dragging a bunch

y
A bounteous feast that was simply ethereal,
but most of the youth just went for the cereal.

A beautlful panorama from thlS English highland.
On our return trip, a needed rest stop was fruitful
When Carrie opened the newspaper, there was a photograph beautiful

We came back for dinner with Martha with us once more
she’s had so much fun she wanted an encore.
But she’s leaving tomorrow with mother Anna and brother Joel




As past pilgrims know we have a Lindisfarne tradition
of a Eucharist at the Priory which has become quite a mission
because the English Heritage team sometimes make quite a fuss

We entered the Priory without insult or derision.
A bright sunny morning made the setting just glorious
And with no one around, Fr. Marty felt we were victorious.

Then all hands on deck for our farewell to our friends
We cooked a big dinner for our perfect end.
Andy shared a Shabbat service done Christian style




Glasgow
We loaded the luggage with time to spare

in between rain showers we managed ry.
First Jedburgh where Chelsea was able to report at last,
In between a stop at Scott s View for a light lunch repast.

They let us observe if we’'d promise to be pollte
The ruins of Melrose would be our last visit
But not before tasting some ice cream exquisite.

We then V|S|ted Melrose for special things to view,

a pig playing bagpipes, Robert the Bruce’s heart (and the loo).
We compared these three abbeys and each different way

the presence of God in our lives to receive.
We travelled to Glasgow our very last stop
Seeing the location of our hotel, all of our jaws dropped




There will be no update on Sunday July 29 as we will be flying over the Atlantic on our
way back home. The pilgrims are scheduled to arrive at West Palm Beach airport at
8:42pm. The drivers will meet us there and proceed directly to St. Joseph’s, where we

The pilgrims will be sharing their collects at the 9:30am service on Sunday, August 5. All
pilgrims are expected to attend. Later in the fall when the snowbirds return, we will be
having our Stockholders’ Celebration, which will include reading the collects at the
11:45am unplugged service prior to the food celebration.

4 Responses to Sunday - July 29 - Glasgow to Philadelphia to West Palm Beach




